


Our International

The first official chapter of Elephant Thoughts
Africa has been registered in Tanzania this past

August. ETT is off to an incredible start.

Their main project, The Mwanza City School
Sustainability Project is based on the success
of a principal from a local school, Timothy
Lugejuna who turned a struggling school in
one of the poorest areas of Tanzania into a top
school in the area. Timothy, now a permanent
part of Elephant Thoughts Tanzania is in the
process of duplicating this incredible success
at many more schools under the umbrella of
Elephant Thoughts and with the support of

the Ministry of Education Tanzania.

The main premise of the program mobilizes
the community to turn their schools into a
central hub of the village. The schools provide
education of course, but also contribute to the
community with meeting and function space,
clean water, vocational training, agriculture
programs and more. In return the community
supports the school by contributing labour,

material, and financial support.

Our goal is to increase the abilities of the
schools to achieve their basic needs and

meet educational excellence.
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The Mirik Hills travelling library has
expanded to serve 8 schools

In the Darjeeling Region of West Bengal India,
schools do not have libraries, access to books,
or access to English teachers. In response
we created a traveling library program that
sees teachers spending time in local schools
reading with the students and providing the
loan of books. The kids really enjoy teachers
like Palmu Golay of Mirik who come to visit

regularly, sharing stories and songs.

The Rosebud Secondary School Build

Our latest building project is 90% complete.
We are in the final stage of this new school.
Rosebud Secondary is specifically built to
provide a high school education to Elephant

Thoughts sponsored students.

All that is left is a protection wall that will be
built for landslide protection, the doors and
windows will be installed and washrooms
built. Then we are ready for our first class at

the beginning of March.
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Cree students n chisasiol, Northern Quebec

Iirst Nations Programming

very year the demand for our programming in the north increases.

This year was no exception. Northern schools struggle with a
shortage of qualified teachers, with very low graduation rates, low
attendance rates, and a number of factors that all contribute to a
very difficult level of success for students who want to pursue higher
education. Elephant Thoughts is determined to work with those
students to give them the tools they need including confidence, to

pursue their dreams.

Pushing for Success in the Cree School Board with our
great partner, Niskamoon

For a number of years now Elephant Thoughts has been working with the
Niskamoon Corporation to help promote science, technology, and math
education to the James Bay Cree Community. Our relationship with the
schools and students has grown and most schools consider Elephant
Thoughts an integral part of their success. Schools are experiencing
higher graduation rates due to more students passing the provincial

standardized science exam then ever before.

As a result of our Secondary 4 tutoring program in June 2010, 17
students who likely would not have been able to go to college, have all

now passed the extremely difficult exit exam.

Other programs in the Cree Communities include a student mentorship
program where high school students are trained to teach science to

elementary students, professional development for teachers and more.

A program for Attawapiskat

Attawapiskat, a Northern Ontario Cree Community, has been fighting
for a new school after their school was closed for contamination
reasons. The efforts have made national media. Hearing of their plight,
a group of students from Beaver Valley Community School decided to
fundraise to see what they can do to help. With contributions from the
school, a local Rotary club, and Indian Northern Affairs Canada, Rotary
President Lorne Kenney and Executive Director Jeremy Rhodes are
driving up the frozen river to Attawapiskat to deliver some exciting
educational programming and resources. Stay tuned for photos and

an update in the next addition of Mawazo ya Tembo.
Nunavut Programming

Programming to some of Canada’s most remote communities increased
this year. 8 communities in Nunavut from mainland, to Ellesmere
Island, to Baffin Island were recipients of ET programs. Exciting
science workshops helped promote learning, curiosity, and connection
to the school. Effective teaching resources in science and math were
brought and left at each school. Teachers participated in professional
development workshops learning how to make science fun, accessible,
and effective in the classroom. Year long programs like installing weather
stations on the schools and studying climate change were started and
community programs helped to connect parents with the school and

take a further interest in their child’s education.
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LOOking for simple Letter from the ED

The 2010/2011 school year is proving to be one of the most
to help? exciting in ET's history. | can sincerely say that over the years we
have attracted an amazing team of staff, volunteers, members,
and partners who are all coming together to make an extremely

significant contribution. This is truly the most talented team that

m Come shop at our store where every purchase directly supports | have ever had the privilege to work with. Not a day goes by
children across the planet. anymore that dozens if not hundreds to thousands of kids around

the planet get a better chance at building a successful future for
m Order a DVD product catalogue for your school and encourage your P 9 9

teacher colleagues to buy their resources from Elephant Thoughts. themselves, because of the efforts of all these very special people.

m Book your next birthday party or event with ET. Our major focus for the year is to increase our international
commitment particularly in Tanzania and India. With a very solid

m Become a member to join our membership program — your donation foundation laid in our domestic programming we have more

of $35 comes with many member privileges and keeps you connected. . . .

A i < PsY than doubled our commitments in those two countries and are
= Make a donation - any amount can be directed towards a specific planning to increase it further within the next 12 months. We have
area of the organization and for all donations over $25 you will school builds on the go, an orphanage concept in the works, some
receive a charitable tax receipt

incredible efforts in Tanzania mobilizing communities to support

their schools and much more.

Here is how Kids are getting involved: | would like to take this opportunity to formerly welcome our

three fabulous new directors, Martin Oosterveld, Lorne Kenney,

The kindergarten class at Centennial Hylands in Shelbourne raised and Susan Morley. All three jumped into action right away, Martin

money through the sale of arts/crafts, toys, and books to provide helping us on some important grant submissions, Lorne gathering
resources to the Elephant Thoughts kindergarten program in Mirik support from other organizations and volunteering up north, and
India last year. Phoenix, a ‘super kid’, in grade 2 at the time, heard Susan creating volumes of procedural and policy documents for
what was happening through her little brother. She decided all on us. | am so thankful for all three of these people and look forward
her own that she wanted to contribute as well so she created some to a long progressive relationship with them.

of her own art and marketed it. The money she made selling her A big heartfelt thank you to all of you, for sharing in our unified
art contributed directly to the cause. We were very touched that a passion to help others.

young student would come up with the idea and follow it through so

independently at such a young age. Awesome!! Thank you Phoenix

and the entire Centennial Hylands class. Jeremy Rhodes

Executive Director, Elephant Thoughts
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